
To:  President Pamela Whitten                                                                                   Circular 2022-28
From:  IUPUI Faculty Council Executive Committee
RE:  Indiana Legislation to Ban Abortion 

We, as elected Faculty Governance leaders at IUPUI meeting in emergency session, present this 
statement in consideration of any bills and laws that seek to limit the reproductive autonomy of 
members of the IU community and all citizens of the Hoosier state. We want to share with you our 
concern of how these bills may undermine the campus' ability to fulfill its mission.  Reproductive choice 
is, among other things, an academic issue. Given our statewide educational mission, we feel that this 
proposed legislation will diminish the academic experience and academic mission at IU for the following 
reasons.   

Academic Effects on College Completion: 
(1) Women make up about 60% of all enrolled at IU statewide. Without access to a full range of

reproductive health care options (including abortion), IU enrollment, course completion, and
graduation will become more difficult.

(2) Over 50% of people who access abortion are in their 20s, the same time frame in which many will be
pursuing an IU degree. A study published the Guttmacher Institute reported that up to 40% of
people who had an abortion did so primarily to continue their education.

(3) Caring for and supporting a child that was not planned for is often incompatible with successfully
attending and completing college. Only 8% of single moms attending college earn a degree within six
years - meaning 92% of single moms will not graduate with a life-transforming IU educational
experience, and will not obtain the skills that lead to a degree and likely higher career income.

(4) A statewide abortion ban will increase college dropout rates statewide for IU women, and many of
their partners. Indiana already struggles with a low college completion rate (2022 ICHE report), and
this ban will exacerbate our current crisis in college completion.  Career plans and options will be
curtailed or eliminated, particularly for our state’s most vulnerable low income and minority
population.

(5) Research has shown that women who have the choice to delay motherhood through legal abortion
are much more likely to finish college, pursue higher degrees, spend longer in the workforce, and
enter higher-paying occupations; and are much less likely to fall into poverty later in life.

(6) From the "Turnaway" study: Research that followed women long-term who were unable to get an
abortion were: much more likely to be poor in the years afterward, much more likely to get evicted,
in much worse mental and physical health, and more likely to be in an abusive relationship. The lack
of reproductive choice ripples into young women’s futures and their children’s futures when they
are “not able to choose whether their current circumstances are the best ones into which to bring a
new child (economically, and in terms of their education, career, and family context)” [Quote]

Academic Effects of an Increase in Pregnant and Parenting Teens on Campus: 
(1) IU will need to prepare for a larger population of students who are pregnant and parenting. An

abortion ban will expand IU's number of pregnant and parenting students, from freshman year on.
IU will need to be prepared to academically (and emotionally) support our students through an
uncomplicated 9-month pregnancy, a high-risk pregnancy with complications, and for students to
raise their infants and children on our residential college campuses, including dorms or childcare to
provide support for parenting students. [IWPR]

(2) People of color, people who are low-income, and other marginalized people are the most affected
by abortion restrictions and will be most affected by an abortion ban. [WashPost]

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/06/24/what-the-data-says-about-abortion-in-the-u-s-2/
https://iwpr.org/iwpr-issues/student-parent-success-initiative/investing-in-single-mothers-higher-education-state/
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https://iwpr.org/iwpr-issues/student-parent-success-initiative/single-mothers-in-college-growing-enrollment-financial-challenges-and-the-benefits-of-attainment/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/06/24/women-of-color-end-of-roe/


(3) Title IX, the federal education law that prohibits sex-based discrimination, prevents discrimination 
against pregnant students, and states that schools must protect parenting and pregnant students 
and employees from discrimination with reasonable modifications. [Ed.gov] 

(4) For our pregnant IU students, IU must offer information on how to contact the Title IX coordinator, 
and the coordinator would have to ensure the student receives modifications to help them attend 
classes at IU. 

 
A diverse student body (as well as diverse faculty and staff) with diverse cultural and religious views is 
a feature of the IU academic experience and an IU education 
(1) Abortion is often framed as a matter of religious morality, from some Christian views that believe 

that life begins at conception. People of other religions may hold different beliefs consistent with 
their own faith traditions, or may have no religious affiliation or beliefs. Banning abortion as a 
religious belief does not respect our students' varied religious traditions and religious freedom. 

(2) Religious freedom protects all citizens of the USA from being forced to organize their lives according 
to the religious values, beliefs, and traditions that they do not share. Different faiths (Jewish, 
Muslim, Buddhist, etc.) have different and deeply felt beliefs surrounding pregnancy and abortion. 

(3) People of all religions use birth control and have abortions.  More than 60% of people who choose 
abortions have a religious affiliation. [Guttmacher] 

(4) Roe v Wade offered protection against the use of the force of law to impose one religious belief on 
those who do not share it. The Dobbs v Jackson Decision, and the subsequent attempts to ban 
abortion in Indiana, negates the promise of religious freedom for all IU students, faculty and staff.  

(5) Long-term recruitment and retention of undergraduate students, graduate students, international 
students, new faculty, and staff to Indiana University will be affected by an abortion ban. Research 
has shown that college-educated workers are more likely to avoid states or leave states that pass 
restrictive abortion laws.  [Reuters, Science] 

 
Academic Effect on Medical Education 
(1) Is Indiana University prepared for the academic effects of banning abortion on medical education? 

This decision will have a profound impact on the education of thousands of medical trainees: MD, 
RN and others, particularly OB-GYN residents who are required to learn abortion-related procedures  

(2) The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) establishes and monitors 
standards for residency programs. Every resident at an accredited OB-GYN program must have 
access to abortion training, regardless of their personal views about abortion. IUSM student or 
medical residents may need to be sent out of state to receive training in abortion care, which will 
deter future physicians from choosing to train at IU.  

(3) This is also likely to affect IUSM's accreditation.  Will IUSM remain one of the top programs in the 
country if medical student or residents are unable to learn how to provide abortion care to patients, 
can’t continue to offer this care, or need to be sent out of state for their training? [ACOG] 

(4) This academic shortcoming will ripple throughout medical care statewide - How many residents will 
go into a specialty like OB-GYN and practice in a state where they may be subject to criminal 
proceedings, death threats, or have to watch helplessly or accept the death of a patient who could 
be saved by a safe and uncomplicated procedure simply because of legal policy or the threat of 
criminalization? 

(5) A wide variety of medical and health related professional organizations nationally have taken a firm 
stance against legislative efforts to limit reproductive health options.  Please see pages 4 and 5 for a 
listing of Statements on Reproductive Rights after Dobbs decision, organized by the IUPUI Office for 
Women.  

 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-know-rights-201306-title-ix.html
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Autonomy 
(1) In 1992, Supreme Court affirmed that “[t]he ability of women to participate equally in the economic 

and social life of the Nation has been facilitated by their ability to control their reproductive lives.”   
(2) Reproductive justice is defined as “the human right to maintain personal bodily autonomy, have 

children, not have children, and parent the children we have in safe and sustainable communities.”  
Many of IU’s prospective students and current student body, faculty, and staff will feel at risk 
following legislative action that would require them to carry an unwanted pregnancy. This will have 
an impact on the recruitment and retention among individuals of all statuses to the IU community. 

(3) The United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) is a 
treaty that comprehensively protects women’s human rights, including their sexual and 
reproductive health rights, upholding women’s rights to decide freely and responsibly on the 
number and spacing of their children and to access the information, education and means to enable 
them to exercise these rights. The USA is one of seven states worldwide that have not yet become 
party to the Convention. Placing bans on Hoosier women to decide freely and responsibly is in 
opposition to the human rights principles of the United Nations. 

(4) Banning abortion is only one aspect of autonomy on the line. In concurring opinions related to 
Dobbs, the supreme court positioned other decisions for reexamination, including the right to marry 
(Obergefell v. Hodges), contraception (Griswold v. Connecticut), and same-sex relationships 
(Lawrence v. Texas).  These rights may be next to fall by court decisions and the actions of our state 
legislature. 

 
There are absolutely times when an abortion is medically necessary to save a woman or pregnant 
person’s life, and abortions, like other reproductive health procedures, are a matter of health care, not a 
criminal act. Over 90% of abortions happen in the first trimester (by 13 weeks), 99% by 20 weeks, and 
only 1% at 21 weeks or beyond.  We respect the idea that a person can be “pro-choice” without being 
“pro-abortion”, as there are many people who have not had an abortion themselves but choose to 
support others to have the freedom to choose their own path.    
 
Reproductive health rights "center on a woman’s autonomy to determine her life’s course, and thus to 
enjoy equal citizenship stature" (as stated by late supreme court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg). When a 
state government takes away a woman’s or pregnant person’s right to make decisions about her health 
and well-being, she is no longer a full citizen, and she is placed in a situation where her life, liberty, and 
freedom as a person are threatened.  We live in a state that is very high in maternal and infant 
mortality, and that has a low rate of college completion.  Both will be negatively affected by this 
decision.  
 
As leaders of our dynamic and vibrant academic community at Indiana University, we oppose bills that 
threaten the health and autonomy of all members of the IU community.  We wish to express our strong 
support for our IUSM medical professionals, OB-GYN MD, RNs, NPs and other healthcare workers, 
working to maintain medical excellence by safely providing the full range of reproductive services 
without fear or threats to their lives and profession. We support IU’s faculty, staff, and students in their 
reproductive freedom. Women can and must be trusted to make an informed decision based on sound 
medical advice, and we ask that the administration advocate for the ability of all women and pregnant 
people to retain this right.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
IUPUI Faculty Council Executive Committee 

https://www.aclu.org/other/equality-factor
https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/07/access-safe-and-legal-abortion-urgent-call-united-states-adhere-womens-rights
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/5-of-ruth-bader-ginsburgs-most-powerful-supreme-court-opinions
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https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/5-of-ruth-bader-ginsburgs-most-powerful-supreme-court-opinions


  
 
 

Resources used, in addition to those below:  
There is No Equality Without Reproductive Rights 
7 persistent claims about abortion, fact-checked  
Likely Impact of Overturning Roe v. Wade on Women College Students and Women Scientists  
Experts Encourage College Campuses to Prepare for Repercussions of Roe v. Wade’s Overturn   
Colleges aren’t prepared for Roe’s fall   
Barnard Experts Offer Academic Insights on the Decision Overturning Roe v. Wade  
 

 

From the IUPUI Office for Women:  
Statements on Reproductive Rights after Dobbs decision 
  

American Academy of Pediatrics 

https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2022/aap-statement-on-supreme-court-

decision-in-dobbs-v.-jackson-womens-health-organization/ 

American Association of University Women 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/aauw-statement-strongly-condemning-

the-u-s-supreme-courts-opinion-on-dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization/ 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/policy/position-repro/ 

American Bar Association 

https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2022/06/aba-presidential-statement-

re-dobbs-v-jackson/ 

American Medical Association  

https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/dobbs-ruling-assault-reproductive-health-safe-medical-

practice 

Association of American Medical Colleges 

https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/press-releases/aamc-statement-supreme-court-decision-dobbs-v-

jackson-women-s-health-organization 

American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2022/06/acog-statement-on-the-decision-in-dobbs-v-

jackson 

American Psychological Association 

https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/06/scotus-abortion-decision 

International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics 

https://www.lwv.org/blog/there-no-equality-without-reproductive-rights
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/06/1096676197/7-persistent-claims-about-abortion-fact-checked
https://medium.com/rogues-gallery/likely-impact-of-overturning-roe-v-wade-on-women-college-students-and-women-scientists-8e432275f836
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https://www.aauw.org/resources/policy/position-repro/
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2022/06/aba-presidential-statement-re-dobbs-v-jackson/
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2022/06/aba-presidential-statement-re-dobbs-v-jackson/
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/dobbs-ruling-assault-reproductive-health-safe-medical-practice
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/dobbs-ruling-assault-reproductive-health-safe-medical-practice
https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/press-releases/aamc-statement-supreme-court-decision-dobbs-v-jackson-women-s-health-organization
https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/press-releases/aamc-statement-supreme-court-decision-dobbs-v-jackson-women-s-health-organization
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2022/06/acog-statement-on-the-decision-in-dobbs-v-jackson
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2022/06/acog-statement-on-the-decision-in-dobbs-v-jackson
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/06/scotus-abortion-decision
https://www.lwv.org/blog/there-no-equality-without-reproductive-rights
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/06/1096676197/7-persistent-claims-about-abortion-fact-checked
https://medium.com/rogues-gallery/likely-impact-of-overturning-roe-v-wade-on-women-college-students-and-women-scientists-8e432275f836
https://www.insightintodiversity.com/experts-encourage-college-campuses-to-prepare-for-repercussions-of-roe-v-wades-overturn/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/24/roe-decision-colleges-pregnant-students-00042246
https://yearofscience.barnard.edu/news/barnard-experts-offer-academic-insights-decision-overturning-roe-v-wade
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2022/aap-statement-on-supreme-court-decision-in-dobbs-v.-jackson-womens-health-organization/
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2022/aap-statement-on-supreme-court-decision-in-dobbs-v.-jackson-womens-health-organization/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/aauw-statement-strongly-condemning-the-u-s-supreme-courts-opinion-on-dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/aauw-statement-strongly-condemning-the-u-s-supreme-courts-opinion-on-dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/policy/position-repro/
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2022/06/aba-presidential-statement-re-dobbs-v-jackson/
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2022/06/aba-presidential-statement-re-dobbs-v-jackson/
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/dobbs-ruling-assault-reproductive-health-safe-medical-practice
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/dobbs-ruling-assault-reproductive-health-safe-medical-practice
https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/press-releases/aamc-statement-supreme-court-decision-dobbs-v-jackson-women-s-health-organization
https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/press-releases/aamc-statement-supreme-court-decision-dobbs-v-jackson-women-s-health-organization
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2022/06/acog-statement-on-the-decision-in-dobbs-v-jackson
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2022/06/acog-statement-on-the-decision-in-dobbs-v-jackson
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/06/scotus-abortion-decision


https://www.figo.org/us-supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-global-organisations-defend-abortion 

NAACP 

https://naacp.org/articles/naacp-reaffirms-commitment-reproductive-justice 

National Women’s Studies Association 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.nwsa.org/resource/resmgr/2022/roe_v._wade_6_24_2022_.pdf 

Sister Song 

https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice 

United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/07/access-safe-and-legal-abortion-urgent-call-united-

states-adhere-womens-rights 

United Nations Commission on Women, Statement: Reproductive rights are women’s rights and 

human rights 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/06/statement-reproductive-rights-are-

womens-rights-and-human-rights 

US Department of Justice 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-statement-supreme-court-ruling-

dobbs-v-jackson-women-s 

US President Executive Order 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/07/08/fact-sheet-president-

biden-to-sign-executive-order-protecting-access-to-reproductive-health-care-services/ 
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